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The View from the Brink'

KV

/\/)Ifbr

n a recent book by Norman Cousins, In Place of Folly,” there
appears a most improbable obituary which is purely imaginary - and
frighteningly real. It reads,

RACE, HUMAN. Beloved father of science and technology,
adored mother of the arts and culture. Departed this earth sud-
) denly, but not without warning. Survived by no one.

‘What makes this obituary so very pertinent is the series of hair-
raising events which, during the past month, took humanity to the very
brink of annihilation. The Cuba crisis brought not only Americans but
all human beings to the sharp edge of universal catastrophe, face-to-face
with the ultimate terror.

The question that we must ask ourselves is what was or should
be our reaction? We who have tottered on the rim of total horror, and
have won a reprieve, we who have stared into the dread of the atomic

1. December 1, 1062.
2. New York: Harper, 1962.
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A Commentary for the Ages: Genesis

one day before you die,” and since you do not know which day that s,
then return to Him every day; or that of the cynics quoted by Isaizh
(22:13): “Eat meat and drink wine; eat and drink, for tomorrow we die”?
Shall we emulate Moses who, before he died, left a Vezot haberakaha;
or a Don Quixote who, expressing the sentiment of his age, advised us
to “make hay while the sun shines”? Shall we turn to Shakespeare who
informed us that “life is full of sound and fury signifying nothing”; or
the Ba'al Shem Tov who, as his disciple the Koretezer Rebbe related,
when he realized he had only a short time left to live, turned his eyes to

heaven and said, “Almighty God, I make a gift to You of my remaining
hours”? Shall we continue our wonted ways — of complaining that our
luxuries are too few, of treating friends and family lightly, of pampering

ourselves and grasping for more status; or shall we thank God for every
new sunset and peaceful sunrise, for every clear horizon unstained by
a mushroom cloud, for the security and comfort of familiar faces, for

the privilege of striving for true stature rather than mere status? Which

view shall we take back from the brink: that of Esau, and try to pack in

all the “fun” we can in whatever time remains; or that of Isaac, and leave

a blessing in the form of more Torah, more Yiddishkeit, more human

decency and morality — and thus perhaps avoid the ultimate plunge

over the edge of the Brink?

Itis a crucial, fateful question. On our answer depends the future

of humanity and of our very selves. May we opt for blessing, for return
to God, for creativity. And from this choice may we emerge with the
hQEE the faith, and the confidence that there will indeed be a tomor-
row, and tomorrows after that. In the words of Malachi in this portion’s
haftara, "My covenant was with him for life and for peace, and I gave
them to him for fear, and he feared Me, and he bowed low before My
Name” (2:5). If we wish to survive, and not only survive with life, but
also attain true peace, then it must be through fear - not the fear of the
bomb, but the fear of God. For only when man fears God can he have
true confidence in hope for his own future and his inner self; and only
when man bows low before the Name of the Almighty can he rise to
the full stature of his own noble humanity.
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